WARNER BROS. PRESS BOOK 


“Lady Gangster" Robust 
Thriller Opens Friday 


A hard-hitting crime film 
with an unusual twist in plot is 
the exciting cinematic fare 
which the Strand Theatre will 
offer starting next Friday. The 
Warner Bros. film, “Lady 
Gangster g tells the story of a 
woman ‘io turns criminal for 
revenge ~when she _ discovers 
that the man she loves wouldn’t 
hesitate to turn her over to the 
police. 

Faye Emerson, a lovely War- 
ner Bros. starlet, shares the 
leading role with Julie Bishop 
and Frank Wilcox. Faye plays 
the role of a girl who comes 
to the “big city” from a small 
town and falls in with a mob of 
criminals. She is persuaded to 
“case” a bank job for the gang’s 
leader, played by Roland Drew. 
She manages to throw the 
police off the track while the 
gang robs the bank, but is held 
for questioning. The District 
Attorney, portrayed by Herbert 
Rawlinson, realizes he hasn’t 


much of a case against her and 
is forced to release her despite 
the taunting of one Ken Phil- 
lips, (Frank Wilcox’s role) 
owner of a radio station and 
the city’s champion crusader 
against crime. The D. A. gives 
him permission to do what he 
can with the case and Wilcox 
is pleasantly surprised to dis- 
cover that Faye and he were 
childhood sweethearts. 

Wilcox tells her that he be- 
lieves in her and this gives her 
the courage to confess her 
guilt. He is stunned and tells 
the D. A. that she is one of the 
criminals and apologizes for 
having interfered. To reveal 
how the plot develops from 
there on would spoil an excep- 
tionally thrilling climax. “Lady 
Gangster” was written by An- 
thony Coldewey and was based 
on a play by Dorothy Mackaye 
and Carlton Miles. Florian 
Roberts directed. 


Frank Wilcox Has 
Strong New Role 


Frank Wilcox decided that he 
didn’t want to do it the hard 
way. So he stood off at a dis- 
tance of only 35 miles in order 
to take aim at Hollywood. 

The result is that he scored 
a direct hit in a number of suc- 
cessful pictures and is doing so 
again now in Warner Bros. 
“Lady Gangster,” being pre- 
sented currently at the Strand 
Theatre. His previous successes 
were in “Sergeant York,” and 
“They Died With Their Boots 
On.” 

That’s bull’s-eyeing in no 
small way, but for a long time 
Frank Wilcox wasn’t sure he’d 
even get a piece of the target, 
in spite of the close-up range 
he established at nearby Po- 
mona, California. When he fi- 
nally did make it, he was down 
to his last pair of pants and had 
to “cuff” an order of gas to get 
to the Warner Bros. Studio. 

He credits his start in life to 
his resemblance to Henry Clay, 
the statesman. Warner’s needed 
an actor for the part in ‘The 
Monroe Doctrine” and Frank 
was selected. 

He did so well he gave up 
the motor supply business he’d 
established at Pomona, to be 
near Hollywood and it was a 
sound decision. For Wilcox’s 
future in the films is assured. 


Intuition Scores 
For Julie Bishop 


A hunch, plus the determina- 
tion and courage that so often 
go with tininess and red hair, 
launched Julie Bishop into a 
successful film career as a con- 
tract player with Warner Bros. 
The hunch was supplied by a 
friend who thought Miss Bish- 
op’s film name, Jacqueline 
Wells, should be changed. 

She did change her name, 
simplifying it to the more read- 
ily remembered Julie Bishop; 
with which, as though by 
magic, came the Warner Bros.’ 
contract and a succession of 
outstanding roles, including her 
deeply understanding portrayal 
of Myrtle Reed, resident of the 
Big House, in the current pic- 
ture, “Lady Gangster.” 

Born in Denver, Col., Julie 
Bishop is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Will Wells Brown. 
When she was five, the family 
moved to Dallas, Tex., birth- 
place of another volatile red 
head, Ann Sheridan. The fam- 
ily next moved to Los Angeles, 
bringing Julie very close to the 
outer ramparts of filmland. 

She must have kept this in 
mind while attending high 
school, for upon graduation, 
she caught on at the Pasadena 
Community Playhouse, where 
she met Frank Wilcox, who 
stars with her. 


at 201 — 30c 


GANGLAND’S MOST NOTORIOUS LADY as played by Faye Emerson, tells 
her startling story to Frank Wilcox, in Warner Bros.’ action thriller, 
“Lady Gangster,” now playing at the Strand Theatre. 


Faye Emerson Is 
Cast Perfectly 
In Strand Film 


Faye Emerson, leading player 
in Warner Bros. ‘Lady Gang- 
ster,” currently playing at the 
Strand Theatre, is happy in a 
role that gives lattitude and 
freedom to her emotional tal- 
ents. “Here Today” is one of 
her favorite plays because she 
suddenly and very dazzingly 
was gone tomorrow, while 
playing in that drama for the 
San Diego Community Theatre. 

Briefly, a Warner Bros. talent 
scout “caught” her in the show 
and she was lost forthwith to 
the joys and problems of the 
repertory stage. 

“It was just like it happens 
in the movies,” she laughs. “I 


Mat 101 — 15e¢ 
FAYE EMERSON 


was a struggling actress. The 
man came backstage, brandish- 
ing a contract. Two days later 
I was in the movies.” 

Firmly clutching the prized 
contract, Faye immediately 
was cast with Bette Davis and 
James Cagney in ‘The Bride 
Came C. O. D..”’ She made a 
hit and the rest was a formal- 
ity. She has since appeared in 
featured roles in a number of 
Warner Bros. box office suc- 
cesses. 

Miss Emerson was born in 
Elizabeth, La., 25 years ago; 
studied in Chicago, Texas and 
at San Diego State College, and 
had her first dramatic part at 
the age of 12 as an aged shep- 
herd. This is rather unique, 
since Faye’s beauty then, as 
now, was Self-evident. Inciden- 
tally, she’s five feet four, with 
chestnut hair and eyes of opal 
hue, a unique combination. 


Action-Packed Film 


There’s plenty of dynamite 
in the Strand Theatre’s latest 
film offering, “Lady Gangster” 
starring Faye Emerson, Julie 
Bishop and Frank Wilcox. It 
tells the story of a girl who 
tries to play criminals against 
the police and benefit from 
both sides. However, the game 
proves an extremely dangerous 
one and only after many a pre- 
carious situation is she able to 
extricate herself safely. Roland 
Drew and Jackie C. Gleason are 
in the supporting cast. Florian 
Roberts directed the Warner 
Bros. production. The screen 
play was written by Anthony 
Coldewey and was based on a 
play by Dorothy Mackaye and 
Carleton Miles. 
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(Review) 


“Lady Gangster" Exciting 
Picture of Underworld 


A distinguished trio made up 
of Faye Emerson, Julie Bishop 
and Frank Wilcox have the 
stellar roles in “Lady Gang- 
ster,” a hard hitting, fast- 
shooting, swiftly moving story 
of crime and its consequences. 
The thrilling film opened yes- 
terday at the Strand Theatre. 

There follows in order for 
Dot Burton (Faye Emerson) 
arrest, conviction, the Big 
House, despair, disillusionment 
and the belated realization — 
through the devotion and un- 
selfish aid of Kenneth Phillips 
(Frank Wilcox)—that the sim- 
ple, homely virtues alone are 
worth while. 

Dot, down on her luck, lis- 
tens to the wily tongue of 
Carey Wells (Roland Drew). 
She agrees to “case” a bank for 
a stick up job and is caught in 
her first crime, while Carey and 
the gang make good ‘their es- 
cape. The District Attorney’s 
case against Dot is weak, but it 
isn’t the gang that comes to her 
rescue. It’s Ken Phillips, radio 
station head and leading re- 
former. They discover they’re 


childhood sweethearts. Ken 
secures her release in _ his 
custody. 


On the pretext of securing 
her clothes from jail, she goes 
back instead to gang head- 
quarters, gets possession of the 
$40,000 hold up money; then 
returns to Ken, starts to tell 
him of the money and winds 


up confessing. 

Shocked, he returns her to 
the D. A.’s custody. She, in 
turn, is stunned by his action. 
She hates him now and her 
malice festers in jail. 

She’s about to be paroled 
through his efforts, but is 
framed out of it by another 
convict. She blames this on 
Ken, and decides to frame him 
by jockeying both the gang and 
Ken to the hiding place of the 
money at the same time. She 
discovers her error just in time, 
breaks jail with the co-opera- 
tion of Myrtle Reed (Julie 
Bishop) and she and Ken wind 
up shooting it out with the 
gang, to the latter’s lasting 
regret. 

“Lady Gangster” was di- 
rected by Florian Roberts. The 
scenario was written by An- 
thony Coldewey, and was based 
on a play by Dorothy Mackaye 
and Carlton Miles. 


Dramatic Reunion 


Julie Bishop and Frank Wil- 
cox, with leading roles in War- 
ner Bros., “Lady Gangster” 
have had their orbits touch 
before. Both are products of 
Pasadena’s Community Play- 
house. But, outside of that, 
they have not too much in com- 
mon, including their height. 
She is 5 feet tall, he a trifle 
more than 6 feet 3 ‘inches. 
Florian Roberts directed. 


THE CAST 


Dot-Burton: 2.5.0... Faye Emerson 
Myrtle Reed................ Julie Bishop 
Kenneth Phillips........ Frank Wilcox 
Carey Wells................ Roland Drew 
Wilson sac Jackie C. Gleason 
Lucy Penton tk Ruth Ford 
Mrs. Stoner............ Virginia Brissac 
WORKING. 5 Aah e Dorothy Vaughan 
Deaf Annie............ Dorothy Adams 


WORN ccna ae DeWolf Hopper 
AS Or ie Vera ‘Lewis 
Lewis Sinton......Herbert Rawlinson 
May fie) iin a Peggy Diggins © 
Detective............... Charles Wilson 
BiG ek eae Bill Phillips 
WY ONMBE A Seng Pe Nea Frank Mayo 
Matron aie Leah Baird 


SYNOPSIS 


(Not for Publication) 


Dot Burton (Faye Emerson) is held for questioning when she is picked 
up by the police for having helped in a bank robbery. The District 
Attorney (Herbert Rawlinson) has to release her because his case is 
a weak one. Ken Phillips (Frank Wilcox), the town's leading crusader 
against crime, manages to get a confession from Dot which he turns 
rover to the D. A. and she is sent to prison. Ken tries to secure her 
parole, but some of Dot's inmates keep this news from her and she sets 
about a plan that will send Ken to his death. She learns the truth in 
the nick of time and manages to prevent the execution of her own 


scheme. 


(Running Time 62 minutes.) 


PRODUCTION 


Directed by FLORIAN ROBERTS 


Screen Play by Anthony Coldewey; 


Based on a Play by Dorothy Mackaye 


& Carlton Miles; Director of Photography, Arthur Todd, A. S. C.; Film 
Editor, Harold McLernon; Art Director, Ted Smith; Dialogue Director, 
Frank Fox; Sound by Robert B. Lee; Gowns by Milo Anderson; Makeup 


Artist, Pere Westmore. 


Country of origin U.S.A. Copyright 1942 Vitagraph, Inc. All rights reserved. Copyright is waived to magazines and newspapers. 
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‘A WARNER BROS. PICTURE 
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ROLAND DREW - JACKIE C. GLEASON - Directed by Florian Roberts 


Screen Play by Anthony Coldewey + Based on a Play by Dorothy Mackaye and Carlton Miles 
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GANGSTER 


FAYE EMERSON + JULIE BISHOP - FRANK WILCOX+ ROLAND DREW 
JACKIE C. GLEASON + Directed by Florian Roberts 


Screen Play by Anthony Coldewey « Based an a Play by Dorothy 
Mackaye and Carlton Miles * A Warner Bros.-First National Picture 


Mat 102 — 4 in. (57 lines) — 15c 
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FAYE EMERSON + JULIE BISHOP - FRANK WILCOX ROLAND DREW 
JACKIE C, GLEASON + Directed by Florian Roberts 


Screen Play by Anthony Coldewey *« Based on a Play by Dorothy 
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SHE’S OUT FOR NO GOOD! 


Soo ee with = 
FAYE EMERSON - JULIE BISHOP - FRANK WILCOX + ROLAND DREW 
JACKIE C. GLEASON - Directed by Florian Roberts 


Screen Play by Anthony Coldewey * Based on a Play by Dorothy 
Mackaye and Carlton Miles * A Warner Bros.-First National Picture 


Mat 105 — 1% in. (20 lines) — 15c 


wit 
FAYE EMERSON - JULIE BISHOP - FRANK WILCOX ROLAND DREW 
JACKIE C. GLEASON + Directed by Florian Roberts 


Screen Play by Anthony Coldewey + Based on a Play by Dorothy 
Mackaye and Carlton Miles * A Warner Bros.-First National Picture 


Mat 103 — 5 in. (71 lines) — 15c 


Official Billing 


WARNER BROS. 40% 


Pictures, Inc. Presents 5% 


“LADY GANGSTER” '°* 


wi 


Faye Julie Frank 109 
EMERSON — BISHOP — wiLcox !0% 


Roland Jackie C. 


DREW — GLEASON a 
* 
Directed by Florian Roberts 25% 


* 
Screen Play by Anthony Coldewey 3% 


Based on a Play by 29 
Dorothy Mackaye & Carlton Miles . 


* 
A Warner Bros.-First National Picture 5% 


CO-OP ‘LADY GANGSTER’ SEARCH 


“Lady Gangster" is 
adaptable for this 
variation of the | 
"Raffles' bally. LADY 
. ° = y the 
Stunt isworked inco GANGSTER eas 
operation with local 
will leave the 
newspaper. Every offices of This the “Lady | Gang 
ster.”’ e is eet, 
dayduringyourplay- | THE DAILY STAR  izshes2t 215 reenas 
date a woman called Identify Her and One of These Prizes 
it " Is Yours! 
the lady gangster Spa 
tours main streets of Her fest atop’ yall be at” thie. Fan 
porium where she will purchase a 
town and makes ap- Re eas deca naa 
pearances at stores She will then go to the Town Grill 
for lunch, selecting the Blue Plate 
of cooperating mer- Special of the Day. 
chants. People are * Her next stop will be the Strand 
j 3 Theatre where she will purchase a 
asked to identify 
her, tap her on the 
shoulder with cur- 
rent issue of cooperating paper and say "You are the 
Lady Gangster!" First ten people recognizing her re- 
ceive prizes promoted from stores and guest tickets to 
your showing. Newspaper carries daily publicity stories 
and type of daily announcement ad shown above. 


PICTURE CUES NOVEL GAC 


Key point of film's story is the matching of pieces of a 
torn dollar bill to identify the Lady Gangster. This sug- 
gests the following stunt. Secure a quantity of stage 
money from your local novelty house. Tear the bills in 
half and number them, making sure the two halves of 
each bill get the same number. Distribute the torn 
halves in theatre lobby, stores, street giveaways, etc. 
Persons matching up the two halves get guest tickets to 
showing and prizes promoted from merchants. 


PUT ’EM ON THE SPOT 


Here's a quick gag that calls for a minimum of effort. 
Whitewash on sidewalk directly in front of boxoffice 
this copy: "YOU'RE ON THE SPOT to see "LADY 
GANGSTER!" Nearby set up the SEE display sug- 


gested elsewhere on this page. 


FAYE EMERSON TIE-UP STILLS 


These Faye Emerson tie-up stills featuring women's 
commodities will sell your showing direct to the ladies. 
Plant these 8"' x 10"' photos with local dealers for win- 
dow and counter displays. Order "LG Tie-up Stills"— 
50c for set of 6B—10c individually—from the Warner 
Bros. Campaign Plan Editor, 321 West 44th Street, 
New York City. Tie-up stills: 


Tomorrow 
at 9:30 a.m. the Photograph 
of the woman 


impersonating 


ticket to see “Lady Gangster.” 


WATCH OUT FOR THE “LADY GANGSTER’ 


ect chen mee harlequin glasses RE OF Nar ic sport dress 
FE 17 ....earrings and necklace ORES Lee ees te Ope: bracelet 
Re 6G eS hat FE fue: Do atomizer 


W ARNERS’ PRODUCTION TRAILER sells the action 
of the picture right from your screen. Show it 
early and often! 


‘SEE’ DISPLAY FROM 6-SHEET 


Use the six-sheet for a 'SEE' display in your lobby. 


Alongside panel of five scenes from picture on left side _ 


of poster, use this copy surprinted on heavy black 
arrows. 
SEE the Lady Gangster plot her desperate attempt to break jail! 


SEE the Lady Gangster . . . more dangerous than a tommy gun 
because the men who are out to get her can't resist her! 


SEE the Lady Gangster as she "fronts" for her gang in a bank -- 
stick-up! 


SEE the Lady Gangster outwit members of the mob as they try 
to doublecross her! 


SEE the Lady Gangster fight the stool pigeons who sought to 
expose her plans! 


SEE “LADY GANGSTER” 


The Bullet-Scarred Story of Gangland’s Most 
Notorious Lady! 


1-SHEET MAKES THIS ONE 


Right from the one-sheet comes this attractive lobby 
display. Cut out the head of Faye Emerson, mount and 
with appropriate lighting accentuate the color division 
of her face. Copy for display: GLAMOUR GIRL? ... 
OR GUN GIRL? Lipstick or Tommy Gun—She Gets 
Her Men With Both! See This Bullet-Scarred Story of 
Gangland's Most Notorious Lady!"' Add picture title 
and playdate. 


SELL IT WITH A TEASER CAMPAIGN 


Teaser campaigns are always effective, especially so 
when you have a title like "Lady Gangster."" Work 
yours like this: 


IN YOUR LOBBY: Giant diary fastened with 
large padlock. Cover copy: "The Bullet-Scarred 
Story of Gangland'’s Most Notorious Lady!"' At 
intervals, theatre attendant dressed in prison 
garb opens diary and invites passersby to read 
it. Inside pages carry scene stills (from your Vita- 
graph exchange) with copy picked up from ads. 


OUT FRONT: Mount this copy over your mar- 
quee: "Coming To This Theatre!"’ Then, each 
day, mount another letter of the picture title (cut 
out from six-sheet) so that on opening day com- 
plete title appears. 


THROWAWAYS: Print these cards locally and 
distribute them around town. 


DON’T FORGET! 


You’ve Got a Date 
(list dates) 


GUN MOLL TELLS ALL! 
The Bullet-Scarred Story 
of Gangland’s Most 


with the Notorious Lady! 


She’s the 
“LADY GANGSTER” 
Strand Theatre 
What Is Her Story? 


“LADY GANGSTER” 
Strand Theatre 
Be There! ... Or Else! 


NEWSPAPERS: Use these spots in the personal 
notice column of your local daily: 


THE LADY GANGSTER has a ICONFESS! The bullet-scarred 
message for you! Call story can now be told. 
(theatre phone number). Signed, LADY GANGSTER. 


EXPLOITATION 


6-Sheet . 
Ilustrated 
on 


Front Page 
Rental: 48c 


8 COLORED 11 x 14’s 
Rental: 35c for Set 


Special Quantity Prices 


SIX-SHEETS 


PO Ae a a ee Be each 
BO. ta 99) ee eo eo Oe Sack 
100 and over . . . .. . . 60¢ each 


THREE-SHEETS 
OU Te 9 ee fe ee ake OBER 
1O0-and over: 6 06 a SO S28 eeath 


ONE-SHEETS 


OO Te 9 igae a e  e e  eeh 
LOO: dnd Over <6. a ee Se each 


REGULAR 
WINDOW CARD 


XS ERRUSGM: NOse BiSDDD 
TURURWRER - BROKOWREH 


PRICES 
140-49 << sa. Fe-each 
50 10 99. . . . ~. 6 each rs 
100 and over. . . 5Y2¢ each SLIDE... 0) 6 ew ee Pree: Se 


2 COLORED 22 x 28's 
Rental: 20c each 


INSERT CARD 
Rental: 12c 
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Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 


MEDIA 
HISTORY 


DIGITAL LIBRARY 


www.mediahistoryproject.org 


